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Okinawan and American women shared a fun-filled day during the Kin-
Hansen Women'’s Friendship Tour Jan. 31. The group visited a number of
spots in northern Okinawa, including a tangerine orchard in |zumi, where
they're pictured here. (See story on pages 10-11)

Photo by Kaori Tanahara
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Marine Corps restores
Chibuga Spring; dedicates
site to Chatan Town

obbobobooodon
odooon

Story by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

As a young teenager in 1945, Hatsue Shimabukuro made daily visits to
the Chibuga spring in the Tamayose
District of Chatan Town to draw
water for her family.

The 200-year old natural spring
was a focal point for Tamayose resi-
dents and served as a significant wa-
ter source for families and farming.
It was also a sacred prayer site. Fami-
lies even gave newborns their first
bath there.

With the 1945 Battle of Okinawa
and the spring’s subsequent burial
during the construction of Camp
Foster, however, all of that seemed
lost forever.

But due to close cooperation be-
tween the Marine Corps and Chatan
Town, the spring was brought back
to life in February after more than a
year of careful planning and four
months of construction overseen
by the Environmental Branch, Fa-
cilities Engineer Department, Marine
Corps Base Camp S. D. Buitler.

“Today, we dedicate the restora-
tion of the Chibuga spring to the
people of Tamayose district and
Chatan Town,” said Col. Glen L.
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Photo by Kaori Tanahara

Wagner, Camp Foster commander,
during a commemorative ceremony
held on Feb 20.

“As residents on Okinawa and
neighbors in the community, we are

ATamayose woman, standing on a washboard made of Ryukyu pine, washes
her hands with spring water at the restored Chibuga site during the Feb 20
ceremony on Camp Foster.
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committed to preserving and pro-
tecting cultural and historical assets,”
said Wagner.

“This gift from the Marine Corps to the people of Chatan is received
with great pleasure, especially by the people of the Tamayose community,”
said Chatan Mayor Choichi Hentona.

Chatan Town first sought to restore Chibuga after an excavation con-
ducted by the town’s board of education in 1996, but the effort was aban-
doned due to financial reasons.

“The fact that it was successfully restored by the U. S. Marine Corps’
physical and spiritual efforts shows a profound understanding of the
culture of Okinawa,” said Hentona.

Chatan Board of Education Superintendent Choko Zukeran expressed
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his sincere appreciation to Camp Foster and
Environmental branch officials for their ef-
forts in preserving cultural assets. He made
special mention of the efforts of Marine
Corps archaeologist Eric Williams, who se-
cured funding for the project through the
Department of Defense’s Legacy program,
which aims to help preserve cultural and his-
torical assets. The Chibuga Spring restoration
was the first time the program was used to
fund a project outside the United States.

“l wanted as much original material used
as possible,” said Williams. “Any original
stones on site had to be used. Then, the con-
tractors had to fill in the rest using the same
type of material.”

“Everybody contributed a lot and it turned
out actually better than we could have hoped.
I’'m happy with it and | hope people are
happy, too,” said Williams.

“It looks exactly the same (as it did be-

fore),” said Shimabukuro, now 73, after at-
tending the ceremony with other Tamayose
district elders.

“When | saw it for the first time | became
so emotional that tears just kept coming out,”
she added. Seeing the site also brought back
memories of old friends, Shimabukuro said.
“l want to bring them here to see it.”

Choei Nakamoto, chairman, Tamayose
Community Association, said that the resto-
ration was a long-cherished dream come true
for people of old Tamayose.

“We're looking to the future designation as a cultural heritage site by the
Town,” said Nakamoto. “We couldn’t do it ourselves due to financial
reasons. However, we'd like to continue to cooperate with the Marine
Corps to maintain the site.”
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Photo courtesy of FE Division, MCB
The above picture shows the Chibuga spring site before
restoration. Red lines show where the original stone structure
was found during the Chatan Town Board of Education’s
excavation in 1996.
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The above photo was taken after the restoration. The darker parts
of the Ryukyu limestone structure are where the excavated original

stones were used.
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Camp Schwab Adult English
Class inspires Okinawans’
passion for learning

Story and photo by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

Marines and Sailors from Camp Schwab have been inspiring Okinawan
adults to learn English through the Schwab Adult English Class (SAEC)
since February 2003.

The SAEC commemorated the completion of its first year with a Feb. 10
ceremony at the Camp Schwab Education Center. More than 80 Marines,
Sailors and Okinawan students gathered to celebrate and reward each other for
their efforts.

The class started as a way to round out Camp Schwab’s efforts to promote
English education in the community. While the camp’s Marines and Sailors
have routinely assisted children in local schools, the base wanted to do some-
thing to help adults, said Col. Drew Bennett, camp commander. Their an-
swer was the SAEC, which is currently the only on-base adult English class
that caters to the local population. Though the class began as a bi-weekly effort
with 40 registered students, by May the number of registered students had
mushroomed to 97 and the class became a weekly one.

During the Feb. 10 ceremony, Bennett honored students for their enthusi-
asm and diligence for learning English. Then, he presented certificates of
completion to the 37 students who attended 75% or more of the classes
throughout the year.

“It is a very big commitment and (students were) obviously devoted to
trying to learn some English; we wanted to reward those students who made
a big investment in time and effort and drive,” said Bennett.

Special recognition went to Koichi Nakamasu, a 67-year-old Nago busi-
ness owner, for his perfect attendance.

“Many Marines and Sailors volunteered to teach us. They were really kind and
ardent teachers,” said Nakamasu. “I've got to give them much deserved credit.”

Ryo Taira, who spent two hours driving each way from his home in Naha
to attend the class each week, said it gave him confidence in his English
speaking abilities. “I had fun studying with Marines and Sailors who were very
friendly from the beginning,” he said. Taira, who plans to go to Australia to
continue his English studies, said he would “definitely recommend [the
course] to my friends.”

The SAEC’s appeal extended beyond the Okinawan population. “I really
appreciate that Camp Schwab opened this
class for us,” said Munkhbayar Sarangrel, a
Meio University freshman. Sarangrel, from
Mongolia, is currently studying about
Okinawa’s tourism industry. She said she
joined the class last May because she real-
ized the importance of English speaking
skills. “I want to extend my thanks to all
the servicemembers who volunteered to
teach us.” “I want to learn more English
so that | will be able to tell more people
about Mongolia and its culture.”

At the end of the Feb. 10 ceremony, all the
students gave astanding ovation to their teachers.

“I had a great time teaching and spend-
ing time with the students,” said Sgt. Mat-
thew L. Winters, a Marine volunteer from
Headquarters and Support Co., 3" Battal-
ion, 4" Marine Regiment. After the cer-
emony, Winters told each of his students

good-bye because he was slated to leave
Okinawa for a deployment to Irag. “It was
a great opportunity for me because I got
to know some of the people and culture
of Okinawa. I will really miss them and
this class,” he said.

year commemorative ceremony.
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Sat. Matthew L. Winters, a Schwab Marine volunteer, shakes hands
with one of his students, Koichi Nakamasu, after the SAEC’s one-
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OPP Headquarters gives d0o0ooon
letter of appreciation to Sialalaialaialaials
PMO Investigator
Story by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor ooooo0ooooooaon

Takako Iha, a criminal investigator with the Marine Corps Provost dodooooooooooogpoO00oooooonog
Marshall’s Office, received a certificate of appreciation fromOkinawaPrefec- OO0 000000203000 000000000000000O
tural Police during a Feb. 3 ceremony. ooooooood

Iha, who has worked for PMO since 1993 and was the first Japanese to 930 00pPoD OO0 ODOODOODOODODOOODOONn
earn a Marine Corps Military Police Investigator’s badge, was recognizedfor OO0 00000000000 DO0O0OO0OO0OO0O0OOOMmMOOO
her work as a liaison between PMO and OPP throughout 2003. gpodOoOoOoOODOO0OOODOOOOOOODODOODOO

The award was presented by Isamu Inamine, chief, criminal section, OOOO0OO0OO0O0O0MOOOO0OOOCOOOOOOOOOOOO
Investigation Division, Okinawa Prefectural Police Headquarters. goddodoooooooo

According to Inamine, OPP awards 20 to 30 individuals every year, 0o0o0o000oooOo0moobooooobooooooog
including U.S. military personnel, for their cooperationand serviceinpro- OOO000000O000OO0O0OO0OOOOMOOOOOOOO
viding information related to crimes and criminal investigations. g000300o00o0oao

“Without mutual cooperation and trust, we cannot achieve our goal, oooodoooooooooooomooooooooaon
which is to find the truth,” said Inamine. “Therefore, we expressour OO0 O0MOOO0OO00OO0OO0OODOOOOOOOOMOOOO
appreciation by recognizing those who helped us.” 00o0oooooooooooooooboooooooooo

“Of all the help we received oooooooooood
from PMO throughout the year, ooono
Iha gave us the most as the main “Il oooooooooooo
liaison,” said Inamine. “She oo0poooooooooo
helped us greatly on a case-by- 11 gooooooooood
case basis, providing documen- ooooooooooog
tation and on-site assistance dur- oooooooooooad
ing investigations and inspec- 0dMooooooooomd
tions.” oooooooooooo

Iha recalled spending hours oooooood
at night standing in the rain help- godoooooooon
ing OPP investigators inspect a gooooooooooo
crime scene and working in and ooooooboobooog
out of the office for two or three oooooooooooo
weeks straight while conducting gooooooooood
a special joint operation with gooooooooood
Japanese law enforcement. odoooooooooon

According to Gunnery Sgt. oooo
Andrew A. Mosley, Chief Inves- oooboooooooo
tigator of CID, Camp Foster, Iha oooooooood
devotes her time and effort to 0o0ooAooooooo
helping the local police whenever gooooooooooad
they ask for her assistance. “She Photoby LCol.RoseAMuth  mpopppoooooOD
lives and breathes investigating. IsamuInamine, chief, criminal section, Investigation Division, Okinawa PrefecturalPolice OO0 OoO00000
She drops everything to help out Headgur?ers,.ro.ez-.zds a letter of appreciat.ion to Takako Iha, investigator, Criminal oo oOoooOO0O00O0
OPP” said Mosley. Invle:stg;astlon Division, Provost Marshall's Office, during a ceremony at OPP Headquarters O00o0o000O0o0oon

. g onrep. o.

However, to Iha, the certifi- o nggppop2nsnonoooopnoomoooonooooooooponn 800000000000
cate is recognition of the team- OopoooooooooooooOOO0OOOO00 gooooooboboon
work that has contributed to suc- ooopooooooood
cessfully conducting investiga- od
tions and solving cases. “What was recognized by the OPP today was the 0o0Mmooooooooooooobmoooooonoo
team effort between PMO and OPP” said Iha. 00000o0oooo00oooooooooooodevod ™

Inamine said OPP and PMO investigators share the belief thatinvesti- OO 000000000000 OOOOCOOOOOOO
gators must make every effort to find the truth about a case and to take goopoOO0OO0O0OO0O0OODOOOODOODODOOODOODOO
proactive measures to keep the same crime from happening again. “We 000000000 000000OOOOOOO0OODOOOOO
hope to continue our communication and teamwork with the military 0000000000000 00000000O0ODODODOOOOO
police to pursue our goal together,” said Inamine. 000o0o0ooOoo0ooooooooooooooooooo

oo0oooooooooo



MCAS FutenmajoinsGinowan O O OO OO 0O0O00OO
City trafficsafetypromotion OO OOO0O0O000O0O 0O

Story and photo by LCpl. Chris Korhonen 0O00o0OO0O0oOoOoOoooOoooooa
To help promote traffic safety, a team from MCAS Futenma joined 56 odbooo0oooooooooooooooooomoa
other teams from schools, businesses and public organizations within OO OO0O0000000C0O0O0O010310000000000 00
Ginowan City for the 27th Annual Ginowan City Traffic Safety Campaign OO0 000000055000 0000002700000000O
Eikiden on January 31. gobooooobobooooobbooo
The MCAS Futenma team consisted of 17 Marines, civilian employees 0o00o00ooooooooobooooobomoooooog
and family members and was the first-ever foreign team to participatein OO0 [ 000017000 000000000O000O0O0DOOOOO
the event, according to Kozo Nagayama, Ginowan City official incharge 000000000 OO0O
of traffic safety and crime prevention. odoooooooomoooooooooooooooa
Nagayama said the MCAS Futenma team’s participation contributed OO 000000000000 OOOODOOODOOOOMMDIOO
to the city’s effort by getting the message across to foreigndriversonthe OO0 00000000000 O0O0OO0OMMOOOOOODOO
island. “We’d like to take this opportunity to make more appeals to the 0oobooboobOoooooooooooooowooog
foreign residents in our efforts promoting traffic safety,” he said. dodbodbdboooooooooooooooooooo
The MCAS Futenma team participated in the relay “toshowoursup- OO0 00000000 OD0OODOO0ODODOOOOOOOOOO
port for the Ginowan City Safe Driving Campaign and demonstratethat OO0 OO0 00000 MMOOO0OOOO0OO0O0OO0OOOOOOOOOO
service members, civilian employees and family members are concerned OO0 0000 00O
and proactive in promoting safe driving in the local community,” said Col. do00xeO OO0 O0oOoDoooooooooobooDbon
Richard Lueking, MCAS camp commander. 00ddoooooooooooooooooooooooo
The Ginowan police team finished the race firstinatimeof 46 min- OO0 0010050041 00000000000000000O
utes. 00o0o00moooodoooooooedooooood
MCAS Futenma’s team, with each runner donning a brightly-colored O OOO0O
wig, finished in 41% place with a time of one hour and five minutes. The gbooobooomooboobobooboobooooo
team won one of six “Appealing Awards” for their distinctive headwear. OO0 000000000 0OD0OMDMOOOOOOOODOOOODOO
“(The MCAS Futenma team) stood out, wearing the wigs and show- O O000 OO
ing a great performance,” said Nagayama. “I'd like them to participate dodobododoooboooooooooooooog
every year.” 000000oo00obO@ooooooooooooooog
“This was an extremely worthwhile event that demonstrates MCAS OO0 000000 MODOOCOO0OOCOOOO0OOOOOOOOOO
Futenma’s active participation in community events,” Lueking said. “It OO0000000O0000O0OD0OOOOODOOOOMDOOO
was especially important because it promoted a common goal that affects 0000 0O 0O 0O M

the safety of all people living and working in Ginowan City.”

") o . - E

CoI.Richard W. Lueig, commander, MCAS Futenma, wean'nq pnk wig, runs wit Ginowa tizens i Ginowan City’s Trafﬁ Safety Campaign ikiden Jan31.
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Students mark graduation
with hike at CTA

oboobooboodgad
odooodon

Story and photo by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

Ginoza Elementary School 6" graders, parents and teachers climbed
Garamandake, or Mt. Garaman, a symbolic Ginoza landmark located within
the boundaries of the Marine Corps’ Central Training Area, as part of a school
field trip Feb. 19.

The field trip is an annual school tradition
for graduating sixth graders and their families.
This year, approximately 50 students, parents
and teachers made the morning trek up the 254-
meter high mountainside. Though the area is
set aside for military use, it’s frequently made
available for community activities.

“We started this trip seven years ago and
have been keeping it as a school tradition since,”
said Tomoyuki Chinen, vice principle. “We want
students and parents to make a good memory
by doing this together, commemorating the
upcoming graduation.”

Chinen also wanted his students to learn
about the natural environment. “I want them
to come here so that they can cherish the envi-
ronment surrounding them while listening to
others speak about their own experiences with
the mountain.

Those others included Seiei Yoshiyama, 70,
who has served as a guide on all of the school’s
trips up Mt Garaman. “Ginoza residents have
a special attachment to the mountain,” said
Yoshiyama. “They collected natural resources
like firewood in Garaman’s woods before the
Battle of Okinawa and sought refuge in its natu-
ral caves as the battle raged,” he added.

Running narrowly from north to south with
steep slopes on all sides, Mt. Garaman looks
like a big green folding screen soaring out of
the earth. Because of its size, it protects Ginoza
village from high winds from the ocean and
contributes to bringing much-needed rainfall
for Ginoza farmers, according to Yoshiyama.

Although some adults struggled to make it to the top of the mountain,
the children raced to the peak as fast as they could. Once at the top, everyone
took time to rest while taking in the sights of Ginoza Village, its surrounding
areas and the horizon of the Pacific Ocean.

“l was looking forward to climbing Garaman,” said Yu Uehara, a Ginoza
student. “It was steeper than I expected, but when | made it to the top and
saw the view, | felt great.”

After taking commemorative photos for family albums and yearbooks,
students and their parents sang their school song, which expresses Ginoza
villagers’ love and respect for the nature in the village, including Garamandake.

Shoko Chinen, homeroom teacher, said each student was very thankful for
the opportunity to climb Mt. Garaman. “Both the students and parents
enjoyed the experience very much,” she said. “We are very thankful to the
Marine Corps for allowing us to use their facility for this purpose.”

in CTAFeb. 19.

ooo

Ginoza Elementary School sixth graders and their mothers
hike down Mt. Garaman during the school’s annual field trip

goboooogzowooboooom@oooooon
ooo0oo0o0o00oo0O00oo0o00eObOOOOOOOO

gbooobooboobooobon goooboboon
oboooboooobooboedboobOobbbOooDOon
2019000000 bbOO00OoooobDoD
ooooobobomooobbed
goooboobooboobooon
goooooboobogsooooon
2540 0000000o0ooooOo
gogooooouooooooooo
0Moooboooboboooobooo
od
[ooooobowooobobooo
ggoooooooooooooo
gooogooooooooooo
gboooboooooooobpomo
ooooboobooboobooon
ooobooboboooon
goopooobobooooooon
gooboobbooooomoooboob
gooboooobobboooooon
gobooboooboobouoboon
oooooboooOonooogod
goopooobobooooooon
gopoor7moobboooooon
gooboobbooooomooon
gbomoobooobooooboon
ooomobooobooobooobo
ooooobooooobbooon
goooboobooboobooon
gobooooo
goooobobobooooooon
gboogoboobomoooboooboon
ooooobooobooboobm
oooooboobooboomo
goooboobooboobooon
gobobboboooooono
goooobobobooooooon
gboooboomoooobogon
ooooooooboobomon
oob@mooboboboboooooD™@ooobbooooo
goooooooog
gbooboboooobomoboobobooooobgon
goobobomobbmobbomobobooooooobo
gooobobobbomoooooboon
goooobboobobobobbooooooobobboog
ooooobobobboooooobobDbobbbboooooo
gooobobooobobooobobooobogon
goobogoooobobbboooooobbbdedd
gooobbobbobboboboboo™mooooobon
goooboboomoooomuooooobboooooon
oooooobbooooboo



; Camp Spotlight

MCAS Futenma: Striving to
fulfill operational responsibili-
ties and community needs
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Marine Corps Consolidated Public Affairs Office, Okinawa

Children from Shimazoe no Oka Children's Home, along with Marines and Sailors attached to Marine Air Control Group -18,
1st MAW, anxiously wait for Santa Claus to pass out presents during the MACG-18 Christmas party Dec. 6, 2003.
Jdoooooosooo0oooooDoooo12060000000000DLD0O0ODODODOO0DDODODOOODOOOO
JoOo0bO00oOooOOo0o0oooooooooDOooooooobooooooboooooonao

Located in Ginowan City, Futenma airfield was built in 1945 by the
U. S. Army as a bomber base. It was taken over by the Marine Corps in
1960.

The 1,188-acre air station is home to many of the 1%t Marine Aircraft
Wing's flying units as well as maintenance, support and control squad-
rons. Together they comprise the Aviation Combat Element of the I11
Marine Expeditionary Force.

Approximately 4,000 Marines and Sailors, along with 212 Japanese
and 24 American civilian employees support air station facilities, includ-
ing the 9,000 feet runway.

MCAS Futenma is a United Nation’s Command designated base,
which means it could serve as an operational airfield for U.N. forces.

Besides its operational facilities, the air station also has living, din-
ing, and recreational facilities for the personnel who live and work there.

Even though MCAS Futenma is slated for relocation to northern
Okinawa, the station strives to keep a positive relationship with the
surrounding Ginowan community.

Marines and Sailors from the air station serve as volunteer English
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teachers at a local elementary school every week. Service members also
volunteer at local preschools, orphanages and nursing homes, provid-
ing assistance in ground maintenance and community cleanups. Addi-
tionally, quarterly meetings with the Ginowan City mayor and local
business leaders are held to discuss current issues concerning the local
community and the air station.

MCAS Futenma also hosts the annual Futenma Flightline Fair, at-
tracting tens of thousands of local residents and tourists each year.
Throughout the year, Futenma also opens its gates to all kinds of
visitors, from students to professors to congressmen, who come to
visit the base and learn about its mission.

Futenma officials are aware of the local community’s concerns over
safety and noise issues and take those concerns into consideration even
when fulfilling operational responsibilities. “To minimize the noise
impact on the local community, Futenma makes utmost efforts to take

the local community’s re- ) . ) . )
quests into conside?ation Zl(eiaége Corps Air Station Futenma's air traffic controllers keep an eye on busy

when scheduling flights, [OppooooooooOoDOODOOODODOOODOOOOOODO
even within normal oper-

ating hours,” said Col. Ri-

Photo by Cpl. Mark S. Allen

chard W. Lueking, com- OO0 0OO0OOO0O0O0O0D0DMMOO0ODOOOOOOOOOOO
mander, MCASFutenma. OO0 O OO0OO0D0OO
Marine Corps Air Station Futenma is the only Marine Corps facility to fly a United Nations Command (Rear) flag.
MCAS Futenma became a UNC (R) designated base in May 1972 after control of Okinawa reverted from the
United States to the Government of Japan.
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Kin, Hansen women share
fun and beauty of Okinawa

goooooddoooon
goboodoooodo

Story and photos by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

The Kin Town Women'’s Association hosted a group of Ameri-
can women from Camp Hansen for a day-long tour of northern
Okinawa on Jan 31.

The trip was one of many community exchange programs held
annually between KTWA and American women associated with orga-
nizations and units on Camp Hansen.

Twenty KTWA members and 22 Hansen women participated in
the one-day tour. After a welcome speech from a KTWA representa-
tive, participants headed to the Ryukyu Glass Factory in Onna Village,
where they watched as local artisans crafted various glassware. The
group then toured the factory,
which boasts thousands of
glass products in all shapes and
sizes.

The tour’s second desti-
nation was the cookie factory
named “Okashi Goten,” where
visitors enjoyed locally-made
sweets and other Okinawan
products displayed for sam-
pling and sale.

“I've always wondered
what this place was every time
I pass by it,” said Annette
Miller. “This place is wonder-
ful. I want to bring my family
here,” she added.

After stopping for lunch
at an Okinawan soba restaurant
in Nago, the group continued
north to Mt. Yaedake on the
Motobu Peninsula, where they
basked in the beauty of hun-
dreds of cherry blossoms in
full bloom.

The final event of the day
was tangerine picking at Izumi
Orchard in Nago. There partici-
pants indulged themselves with fresh fruit and stuffed a bag or two to
take home.

“I had a blast,” said Marianne Peyton. “I thoroughly enjoyed the
whole day,” she added. Peyton said she was grateful for the kindness
extended by the Kin Town Women’s Association and looked forward
to continued exchanges between the groups in the future.

“We have done many things together with American ladies from
Camp Hansen,” said Kuniko Ashitomi, president, KTWA. *“ A ki-
mono wearing class, dancing at the town festival, and Okinawan cook-
ing class are just a few examples,” she added. “We plan to continue
these exchanges in the future.”

coooooboooooooooooo

(From left) Marianne Peyton, Masumi Motoyama and Sachiko Igei admire miniature
glass-made figurines at the Ryukyu Glass Factory.
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Angelia M. Gates, front, enjoys the cherry blossoms at Mt. Yaedake during the
Kin-Hansen Women'’s Friendship TourJan. 31.
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Kuniko Ashitomi, president, Kin Town Women’s Association, and Annette Miller,
Camp Hansen participant, pick tangerines at an Izumi orchard.
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A sales clerk at Okashi Goten cookie factory shows a local product to American customers with the Kin-Hansen Women’s Friendship Tour Jan. 31
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WestPac Express welcomes
local elementary school
student and teachers

poooooooddoaoad
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Story and photo by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

Seven-year old Yuma Kohama felt “lucky” as he sat tall in the captain’s
chair of the 2,500-ton WestPac Express, the Marine Corps’ High Speed
Vessel. After all, he had never been in the control cabin of a ship before or
even been aboard such a big ship for that matter.

“It feels great sitting in the captain’s chair way above the water,” said the
Maejima Elementary School first grader.

Yuma'’s luck was the result of a chain of events that began with him
losing his soccer ball that was later found by
Ken Kujala, captain of the WestPac Express.

It was a few days after Christmas when
Yuma realized he had lost his soccer ball,
which was a Christmas present from his aunt.
He searched for the ball for days but couldn’t
find it.

However, on January 6, the first day back
at school after winter break, the ball came back
to Yuma thanks to Kujala, who rescued it
from the ocean.

On New Year's Day, Kujala found the ball
floating in the water between the dock and
the ship berthed at Naha port. He tied a piece
of rope to an empty trashcan and lowered the
can into the water to try to scoop up the ball.
After several tries, he finally caught it. As he
pulled the ball up to the ship, he saw there
was some Japanese writing on it.

“It looked very new and read ‘Yuma
Kohama’ and ‘Maejima Elementary School,”
said Masaaki Shinzato, the ship’s Japanese se-
curity guard who was asked by Kujala to re-
turn the ball to the school.

Moved by their goodwill, Masayoshi Hirai,
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vice principal, shared the good news with
Maejima students and teachers during the cer-
emony marking the school’s new semester.
“Nowadays, not many people would make
such an effort just to return a soccer ball,” said
Hirai.

Tomomi Yara, Yuma’s teacher, said Yuma
and his classmates were amazed that the soc-
cer ball was found in the ocean by the captain
of aforeign ship. “They rejoiced over the ball’s
return,” said Yara. “Then they decided that D OOOOOO
Yuma should go visit the captain to thank him in person on behalf of the
Maejima students.”

That led to a January 8 visit to the WestPac Express by Yuma, his
mother and Maejima teachers.

Kujala welcomed the group and offered them a tour. While touring the
vessel’s top deck, the group held a small ceremony to present a letter of
appreciation to Kujala.

“You found my soccer ball and returned it to me. Thank you for your
kindness,” said Yuma in English with a clear voice. According to Yara,
Yuma wrote the letter in Japanese and she translated it into English.

(Please see “Westpac Express” on paae 13)

top deck.

Yuma Kohama,Maejima Elementary school student, shakes
hands with Ken Kuijala, captain, WestPac Express,while
Masaaki Shinzato, security guard,watches on the vessel's

ooooooooobocoooooooomooooo
oobooo0omoooboooooooboOooooono

goooooboobobbboooooo
gobomooogbbooooboo
goo
goooooobobomoooogg
goooooboooomoobon
gooomoooobooooboo
gobooomoooboooooboo
goooooboobbbboooooo
gobooobooogo
gboobogoboooobooog
gooboooooboooobbobon
gobobboooobobooobbooooboooobooobo
gooooooooboooobooobobomoobooobo
gobobooobbooboboomobboooobmoooboo
gobbigsgmmogooooomooooooogooo
gobooooobbooooooboooon
oo oooooo
oomoooobooooboooobon
gobbooobboooobobooobboooooboooooo
gooooooobbboooboobooobooooooo
gooooooooobomoboooooooobooooo

000000000000 O0O0O00O0O0O00O0O0O0OO



13

11l MEF band members
join 10" graders’ music class
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Story and photo by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

A group from 111 Marine Expeditionary Force Band used their musical
talent to help teach English to 10th graders at Chatan High School March 23.

It was part of the school’s effort to encourage students to learn “real
English” by teaching different subjects using English, according to Shigehiro
Matayoshi, principal, Chatan High School.

Five band members, after introducing themselves, explained the history
and meaning of songs the class had previously studied, “Amazing Grace”
and “Edelweiss.” Then, after helping students with the pronunciation of
some of the words in those songs, the band members sang them together
with the class.

The band also performed an American pop song for the class.

“| like singing English songs,” said Yui Fukumura, said after the class. “I
wish we had more time. | hope they will come back and teach us how to play
some musical instruments.”

Matayoshi said it was the first attempt by the school to use music as a tool
to teach English, an effort that was made possible thanks to cooperation from
Camp Foster officials and the Il MEF band. “I am very happy with the class
today. It was very successful and we look forward to having more classes like
this in the future.” Matayoshi said.
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Il MEF band members perform a popular American song for a class of 10th graders at Chatan High School March 23 after helping the students learn English

through music.
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(“Westpac Express” continued from page 12)

The group presented the letter and a Ryukyuan doll as token of apprecia-
tion to Kujala.

“We are all very grateful for this great opportunity today,” said Hirai. “If it
weren't for the captain’s goodwill, we would have never been able to meet him
or tour the ship.”

“I was very surprised,” said Kujala, about the visit by Yuma and his
teachers. “I just returned someone’s property. It's just the right thing to do.”

Kujala presented a cap with the Westpac Express emblem to Yuma to
express his appreciation for the group’s action.

“l will never lose my soccer ball again, but 1 would love to come back to the
ship,” Yuma thought aloud.
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friendship between U.S./ O O
Okinawan youth

promotes OO
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Story and photos by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

Tomigusuku and Camp Foster
youth ages six to 12 had a fun-filled
day shooting basketball and making
new friends during the 3" Japan-U. S
Friendship Youth Sports Tournament
hosted by Tomigusuku City on Feb.
21.

It was the fifth friendship event for
youth from the two communities. The
first one was in 2000, commemorat-
ing the G-8 Summit held on Okinawa,
and was initiated by Tomigusuku City
officials. Seeking opportunities to fur-
ther develop friendship and goodwill
between Japan and the U. S., the two
communities have been taking turns
hosting annual youth sport events
since, including one basketball, two
baseball and two soccer tournaments.

“| think that an exchange through
sports is the best way for children to
get to know one another,” said Toyoaki
Kinjo, Tomigusuku mayor.

Fifteen teams, including two boys
and one girls team from Camp Foster,
participated in the tournament using
the gymnasiums at Iha and Zayasu El-
ementary Schools.

As was true for most teams and
players from Tomigusuku, it was the
first international tournament for
Toyomi Elementary School. Team cap-
tain Takayuki Nakasone said he watches
and studies NBA games and players
on TV whenever he gets a chance. “It’s
really exciting today because we can play
against American teams,” said
Takayuki.

Toyomi’s first game against an
American team was against the Camp
Foster Rockets, and Takayuki said his
team managed the game well, especially
passing the ball to create chances to
shoot. He also said he was impressed
with the overall physical strength of
the opponent team.

Toyomi forward Takayuki Nakasone attempts to stop Rockets’ guard
Michael Jolly from releasing a shot during the 3™ Japan-U. S. Friendship
Youth Sports Tournament hosted by Tomigusuku City Feb. 21.
0000000202100 0000003000000000000
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Like the Tomigusuku teams, the Foster teams were happy with the

day’s events. “It was a very fun and exciting day,” said Rockets’ coach Randle
Stalling. “It gives [players] a chance to play against Japanese teams out in
town. [Our players] really appreciate that. | want them to get friendship out
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The day was just as fun for the parents as it
was for the kids.

“It’s really exciting. They should do this more
often,” said Tanya Murdaugh, whose daughter
played on a team called the Lady Knights.
Murdaugh said she appreciates Tomigusuku’s
hosting the event and said that it offered a chance
for the whole family to meet Okinawan people.

“What a great way to exchange,” said Toshie
Nakamura, cheering on her son, who played for
the Iha Elementary School team. “I love watch-
ing (Japanese and American kids) play together
like that. It makes me want to play with them.”

Although the event was organized in a tour-
nament type fashion, there was no score kept or
champion team decided, according to Glenn
Polito, youth sports coordinator, MCCS. “Itis a
friendship day event. Emphasis is placed on
maximum participation and sportsmanship.”

Each player received a special friendship day
emblem during the closing ceremony.

Afterwards, players, parents and officials gath-
ered at the city hall to celebrate the success of the
event and were treated to a special buffet pre-
pared by parents of the Tomigusuku teams. 4

The next friendship sport tournament be-  zja Murdaugh, the younger sister of Camp Foster Lady Knights' player D’Amante M. Wilson, takes a photo
tween the two communities is scheduled in June  with players from Tomigusuku’s Ueta Elementary School team during the 3 Japan-U. S. Friendship Youth
on Camp Foster. Sports Tournament hosted by Tomigusuku City Feb. 21.
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I’'ve noticed Marines often use the expression, “Semper Fidelis.” What does it mean, and why is it so popular among Marines?
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| got a copy of “Okina Wa” during Camp
Courtney’s Christmas Festival. As a Japanese Self De-
fense Force officer, | feel an affinity with the Marine
Corps and am interested in Marine Corps’ activities.
The article about Lt.Gen. Blackman, the Okinawa
Area Coordinator, helped me better understand him
and his perspective. Now, | feel even closer to the
Marine Corps. The constant volunteer activities of
the Marine Corps are an inspiration to the JSDF. While
the range of our operational activity is mainly domes-
tic, within a two to three hour range of where we are
stationed, Marines deploy globally, sometimes away
from their families, which I assume is very difficult. |
feel for Marines. | look forward to future editions of
“Okina Wa.”” (Hidetomo Itosu, Naha City)
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| found and read an edition of “Okina Wa”while
| was at a local hospital. About 15 years ago, | often
visited Camp Foster in Chatan. In fact, my children
participated in a home stay program and a bench press
competition there. Those experiences inspired them
to go to Hawaii to study.

“Okina Wa” brought back all the memories | had
with my children then and made me want to visit the
base again. (Setsuko Takamine, Itoman City)
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I recently read the PDF version of the January
2003 edition of “Okina Wa.” It was the first time |
had seen the magazine, and | was very impressed. Be-
ing a fan of U. S. Marine Corps uniforms, I'd really
love to see the uniform pageant during the ceremony
on Camp Foster as depicted on P. 3. As a big fan of the
U. S. Marine Corps, | was extremely happy when |
went to the Futenma Flightline Fair held on July 5%
and 6™ last year. Usually I go to military open house

festivals at Yokosuka, Neghishi (Yokohama), Ikego,
Atsugi, Kamiseya, Zama and Yokota, all of which are
closer to my home. | want “Okina Wa” to advertise
more about events that are open to the general public.
If you did, I would fly my wife and myself to Okinawa
from Yokohama! (Kazumi Mukaida, Yokohama City)
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Hello. I came across an edition of “Okina Wa” at
the passport center in the Okinawa Prefectural build-
ing last October. “I want this magazine,” | thought to
myself and looked for more copies. Since | couldn’t
find any more, | copied its URL and signed up for a
subscription on line.

Readers can learn about various activities of the
U. S. military through “Okina Wa,” which helps pro-
mote cultural exchanges and mutual understanding. |
look forward to the next edition of “Okina Wa”and
to participating in some activities myself in the future.
(Momoe Onna, Naha City)
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| enjoy reading each edition of “Okina Wa.” Be-
cause it's written in both English and Japanese, service
members can also read it and hear the voices of
Okinawa’s people, which normally wouldn’t get across
to them, including those of local government leaders.
| think the magazine is a great benefit to the friendship
between Japan and the U. S. (Kazuo Tajima, Yomitan

Village)

N o000000O000oo00oOooooon

| saw your homepage on the Internet. | think
“Okina Wa” is really important for America & Japan.

I want to know about American soldiers in
Okinawa. Though it has been more than 10 years, |
used to go to Okinawa many times. During that time
| met really good people who were Marines. After |
met those guys, my life changed A LOT in a good way.
| want to say thank you to them, but I only know their
first name, and that they were stationed in Okinawa at
that time. 1 only have two pictures of them and |
know it's impossible to say thank you.

Lately I always hear on TV, read in newspapers,
and see on the Internet about bad things Marines do.
That's really sad and makes me disappointed, but it
also makes me mad because they only tell us bad things.
They never tell us about the good things that Marines
do. That's why 1 really like your homepage. | want
Japanese people to know that there are many good
Marines too. I'm sorry that my English is bad. | hope
you can understand it. I'm looking forward to receiv-
ing your newsletter. Thank you. (Tomoko Watanabe,
Nagoya City )
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I’'m writing to you for the first time. | heard about
“Okina Wa” from my friend recently and wanted to
read it. We cannot get much information about
Okinawa, especially the U. S. military, here where |
live. TV and newspapers report only negative inci-
dents, excluding good news and the volunteer activi-
ties by people in the military. I, myself, had never
known about the volunteer work the military does.

| want to get more information (about the U.S.
military) through “Okina Wa,”” and I'd like to visit
Okinawa sometime again. (Yoshiko Ban, Aichi Pre-
fecture)
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Thank you for taking the time to read Okina Wa.
Your comments, suggestions and feedback will
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www.okinawa.usmc.mil/okina_wa/subscribe and completing the on-line www.okinawa.usmc.mil/okina_wa/subscribe 00
subscription form. Subscribers will receive an e-mail when the 0000000000000000000000000
latest issue has been posted on the website. The publication can

be viewed in .PDF format on-line or downloaded off the

web.
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Okina Wa is an authorized publication of the United States

Marine Corps. It is published to inform Okinawan community

leaders, educators and concerned organizations and persons about

U.S. Marine Corps activities on Okinawa and in the region. The contents
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